
Understanding Your PSAT Score 
 

The PSAT will be scored on a scale between 320 and 1520. You can score on a range from 160 to 760 for 
math, and 160 to 760 for Reading & Writing. Unlike the old PSAT, the redesigned PSAT gives 

no penalties for wrong answers. 
 

The SAT has returned to the 1600 scoring system it had back in the day, before 2005. It will have a 
maximum composite score of 800 for Math and 800 for Critical Reading & Writing combined. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Percentiles 
A percentile is a number between 0 and 100 that shows how you rank compared to other students. The Nationally 
Representative Sample Percentile shows how your score compares to the scores of all U.S. students in a 
particular grade, including those who don’t typically take the test. For example, a 10th-grade student whose Math 
percentile is shown as “47th” scored higher or equal to 47% of 10th-graders. 
 
Subscores 
In addition to these section scores, your score report will also tell you subscores 
for Math, Reading, and Writing & Language between 8 and 38. This will give you a 
sense of which sections you're best at and where you need improvement.  
  
Your PSAT score is meant to predict your SAT score. The PSAT scale doesn't go 
up to 1600 exactly since the SAT is a more difficult test than the PSAT. While a 
1300 on the PSAT suggests you might score around a 1300 on the SAT, a perfect 
PSAT score doesn't necessarily guarantee perfection on the SAT. The two scoring 
scales coincide with one another, but the PSAT is shifted down to account for its 
differences in difficulty level. Keep this discrepancy in mind when interpreting 
your PSAT scores. 
 

2017-2018 SAT Test Schedule 
Test Date  Registration Deadline 
November 4th   October 5th 
December 2nd  November 2nd 
March 10th  February 9th 
May 5th   April 6th 
June 2nd   May 3rd  
 
You must have SAT testing completed by December of your senior year for the UC and CSU systems.  
 

For further information on the PSAT, visit https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10   
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